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AURORA’S SUMMER 
ARTS SCENE: 

Something for 
   Everyone!

Internationally renowned drummer, 
Paa Kow, to perform with his Afro-

Fusion orchestra July 22.

spotlight 4th of july spectacular visit historic sites

Tales of a Fourth 
Grade Nothing

little foxes theatre public art dedication



 A
Summer! Change is the air. It’s not the 
temperature or the humidity. It’s not the 
sounds of children playing or the smell of 
barbecue. This summer Aurora’s arts scene 
is seeing some real changes – changes you 
won’t want to miss.

Let’s start with a new name for our summer 
concerts - Aurora Rhythms – a name to reflect 
the diversity of musical styles enjoyed in our 
diverse city. The concerts also have a new 
day – Saturday, and they have a new location 
– the Great Lawn at the Aurora Municipal 
Center. Finally, we will be offering a variety 
of food trucks at each concert so that you 
can picnic between dances! See you there 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. July 8, 15, 22 and 29.

Things will be changing at the Aurora 
Fox Arts Center, too. After many years of 
distinguished leadership, Executive Producer 
Charles Packard has resigned to pursue other 
endeavors. A national search will soon begin 
to find his replacement. And Little Foxes, the 
city’s children’s theater company, returns to 
The Fox this summer with a production of 
“Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing,” featuring 
a cast of 19 of Aurora’s most talented young 
actors and actresses under the direction of 
Lisa Mumpton. Performances are at a child-
friendly 10 a.m. July 10 – 28.

The Art in Public Places program continues 
transforming the city and receiving accolades 
for its R Line art. Meet the artists at a 10 a.m. 
dedication ceremony in the Council Chamber, 
first floor of the Aurora Municipal Center, 
15151 E. Alameda Parkway, on June 10.

And change is coming to the Aurora History 
Museum as well. With the recent addition of 
new Exhibits Curator Eric Mitchell, coming 
to us from the George Eastman Museum in 
Rochester, New York, exhibits are sure to 
reflect a new style and artistry. Be sure to 
catch the museum’s new exhibit opening July 
11: “Picture Me Here: Stories of Hope and 
Resilience by Immigrants and Refugees.”

Oh, we almost forgot…one more change…
you! This is the summer you dive into the arts 
and discover all that Aurora has to offer!
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SUMMER CONCERTS 
TO OFFER MORE 
MUSICAL DIVERSITY  
Bands and food trucks every Saturday 
during July 
Now in its 31st year, the city of Aurora’s FREE summer concerts program 
is undergoing some changes. Aurora Rhythms is its new name, all of the 
concerts will be held on Saturday evenings beginning at 6:30 p.m. (instead 
of Thursdays), and they will all be held on the Great Lawn at the Aurora 
Municipal Center, 15151. E. Alameda Parkway. Aurora Rhythms will 
feature new bands offering a greater breadth of musical diversity in an 
effort to satisfy the diverse musical tastes of our diverse city.  And, for the 
first time ever, the concerts will include food trucks! 

Here’s what you can expect:

July 8 - Hot Tomatoes Dance Orchestra - and to eat - Wheels on Fire 
(pizza), La Chiva (Latin Colombian) and Repicci’s Italian Ice. The Hot 
Tomatoes Dance Orchestra was formed in 1982 as a 1920s-style band 
and then evolved into a band performing numbers from Benny Goodman, 
Count Basie, Glenn Miller, Duke Ellington and many others. The Hot 
Tomatoes soon became a regional favorite for concert goers and dancers 
alike and has performed across the U.S. and Canada.

July 15 - Deja Blu Variety Dance Band - and to eat - Goin’ South Food 
Truck (American Cajun), Arepas (Venezuelan) and Sweet Cow Truck (Ice 
Cream).  Deja Blu is a five piece acoustic rock band playing a variety of the 
very best dance music from the ‘60s through today. Deja Blu was formed in 
2001 and quickly established a reputation as one of the best dance bands in 
Colorado.

MESSAGE
from the Editors

continued
on
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Hot Tomatoes will kick off Aurora Rhythms July 8. Photo provided.

Conjunto Colores will perform July 22. Photo provided.
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Goshen Carmel was drawn to 
photography because he loves the way 
images capture emotions and feelings. 
Due to violence and insecurity, he fled 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
with his older siblings and came to 
Colorado as a refugee. Carmel was 
separated from his mother and younger 
siblings for 10 years before being 
recently reunited in Aurora. 

How did you first get interested in 
photography? 
When I moved to Colorado, my dream 
was to become a professional soccer 
player. After practice or during breaks, 
we (a group of young refugees) would 
share stories and make jokes about each 
of our experiences as former refugees. 
At home, these stories resonated within 
my mind and I was learning a lot from 
them. So, one day, I was asked at 
church to help film a Sunday sermon, 
and I accepted. After a couple weeks, 
I was told to keep filming and that I 
had talent in filming. That’s how my 
passion for capturing images started. 
One of the main things that helped 
me make up my mind to pursue my 
dream in film and photography was the 
amazing stories of former refugees.

How have your experiences as a 
refugee impacted your art?
There are a lot of negative stereotypes 
about refugees. For instance people 
don’t expect someone from the Congo 
to document and tell stories. Often 
the assumption is that refugees are 
disempowered and voiceless. Many 
people overlook the positive aspects 
refugees are bringing and instead 
focus on what they’re taking. I want 
to challenge these assumptions. I 
want to show what refugees bring to 
their new communities. They’re often 
coming with music, art and very rich 
educational backgrounds. They often 
share similar interests and values to 
those of their new neighbors. What 
I hope people experience when they 
see my photography is the beauty 
of humanity and how this can be 
expressed in different ways. Humanity 
to me is love. Refuge is safety, shelter, 
peace. These are all universal. 

What do you love about the arts and 
culture in Aurora?
Although the art in Aurora is not as 
known/popular compared to other 
cities, I like how Aurora is growing 
as an artistic city. Since I moved to 
Aurora, I’ve noticed some major public 

art being built in the city like the “Blue 
Chair” (actual name is “Unglued”) 
on Colfax and Dallas which is one 
of my favorites. Since Aurora is a 
multicultural city, I hope artists who 
moved here from different places will 
redefine the meaning of multicultural 
art. And I’m seeing Aurora growing as 
a multicultural city.

What are your hopes for Aurora’s 
artistic growth?
I hope Aurora can educate the state of 
Colorado and the entire USA about 
the meaning of culture and welcoming 
others. I see Aurora giving chances to 
young artist to express themselves.     

SPOTLIGHT ON
Photographer and Storyteller Goshen Carmel
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NEW MUSEUM EXHIBITS
Tell Stories Of Immigrants And Refugees

This summer, the Aurora History Museum has 
planned two amazing exhibits that will comple-
ment the city of Aurora’s Global Fest scheduled 
for Aug. 19. The first to open is “Picture Me 
Here: Stories of Hope and Resilience by Immi-
grants and Refugees,” running from July 11 to 
Sept. 22. The exhibit is produced by the nonprof-
it organization Picture Me Here, a storytelling 
program for refugees, immigrants and others 
who have been displaced, and will feature pho-
tographs by Aurora resident Goshen Carmel (see 
story above). The museum will be showcasing 
three projects: “Through a Refugee’s Lens: The 
Beauty of Humanity,” “Bhutanese Woman” and 
“Damak to Denver,” featuring work by displaced 
and marginalized communities that promotes 

self-expression, social engagement, community 
building, integration and leadership. 

The second exhibit coming to the museum is “Write 
Our World: Crawford Elementary School” and 
will run from Aug. 8 to Sept. 20. This exhibit will 
feature stories by Aurora’s Crawford Elementary 
immigrant and refugee students that tell about their 
journey to the U.S. For this exhibit, the museum 
partnered with Crawford Elementary and Write Our 
World, a nonprofit organization that has created and 
published online multicultural e-books. 

For more info regarding these exhibitions and 
more please visit: AuroraMuseum.org, where 
admission is always free.
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Centennial House 
Open Days
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Centennial House
1671 Galena St.

DeLaney Farm Historic Site 
Open Days
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
DeLaney Farm Historic Site
170 S. Chambers Road

Summer Intensive Project Performance
7:30 p.m.
Kim Robards Dance Company 
9990 E. Colfax Ave. 

saturdays 3 & 17 sundays 4 & 18

Lecture: 
Southwest Art 
Noon – 1 p.m. $
Aurora History 
Museum

wednesday 21

friday 9

saturday 10

Opening Night: “It’s Only a Play” 
7:30 p.m. $
Vintage Theatre, 1468 Dayton St.
Opening Night: “Sisyphus the Musical” 
7:30 p.m. $
Aurora Fox Arts Center, 9900 E. Colfax Ave.
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saturday 24

saturday 17

Talk Story and 
Ukulele Lessons
1 – 3 p.m.
Aurora History Museum, 
15051 E Alameda Parkway

Early Aurora  
Walking Tours
2 – 3 p.m.
Meet at Centennial House
1671 Galena St.

sunday 18 

Theatre Esprit Asia 
2017-18 Season 
Preview
7 – 9 p.m. $
ACAD Gallery Theatre
1400 Dallas St. 

sunday 11

R Line Public Art 
Dedications
10 a.m. 
Meet the Artists
Aurora Municipal Center, 
Council Chamber
15151 E. Alameda Parkway

“Sisyphus the Musical” 
Aurora Fox Arts Center $
June 9 – 25

Kim Robards Dance  
Summer Intensive  
Company Project
Kim Robards Dance  
Company
June 12 – 24

“From Manufacturing to  
Marketplace: Innovation at  
Stanley Aviation” Exhibit 
Aurora History Museum
Through July 9

“The Doctor Will See You”  
Exhibit
Aurora History Museum
Through July 23
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Opening Night: “Ring of Fire, 
The Music of Johnny Cash” 
7:30 p.m. $
Vintage Theatre

friday 23

Arts Festival: Arts  
on the Block
Noon – 8 p.m.
9898 E. Colfax Ave.
Fletcher Plaza

saturday 24 & sunday 25



Centennial House 
Open Days
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Centennial House

Opening Day: “Tales 
of a Fourth Grade 
Nothing” 
10 a.m. $
Aurora Fox Arts Center
9900 E Colfax Ave. 
Exhibit Opening - 
Picture Me Here: 
“Stories of Hope and 
Resilience by Refugees 
and Immigrants”
Aurora History Museum

Lecture: 
Front Range 
Anthropology & 
Archaeology
Noon – 1 p.m. $
Aurora History Museum

saturdays 1, 15 & 29

wednesday 19

sunday 2, 16 & 30

saturday 8

july
tuesday 11

DeLaney Farm Historic 
Site Open Days
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
DeLaney Farm Historic Site 

Aurora Rhythms 
Concert: Hot Tomatoes
6:30 p.m.
Aurora Municipal Center Lawn
15151 E. Alameda Parkway

Aurora Rhythms Concert: 
Conjunto Colores
6:30 p.m.
Aurora Municipal Center Lawn

saturday 22

“It’s Only a Play” 
Vintage Theatre $
June 9 – July 23

“Ring of Fire, The  
Music of Johnny Cash”
Vintage Theatre $
June 23 – Aug.6

Children’s Theatre:  
“Tales of a Fourth Grade 
Nothing”
Aurora Fox Arts Center  $
July 11 – 28

Robert Stanley  
Innovation Station
Problem-solving activities  
Aurora History Museum
Sundays through July 9

Picture Me Here: “Stories of 
Hope and Resilience by Refugees 
and Immigrants” Exhibit
Aurora History Museum
July 11 – Sept. 22

7 

8 

9 

Early Aurora  
Walking Tours
2 – 3 p.m.
Meet at Centennial House

sunday 16

saturday 29

History Hounds: Tour 
DeLaney Farm Historic  
Site and Open Space
9 – 10:30 a.m. $
Canine companions welcome!
DeLaney Farm Historic Site

Aurora Rhythms 
Concert: Paa Kow
6:30 p.m.
Aurora Municipal Center Lawn
15151 E. Alameda Parkway

saturday 15

Talk Story & Ukulele 
Lessons
1 – 3 p.m.
Aurora History Museum

Aurora Rhythms 
Concert: Deja Blu
6:30 p.m.
Aurora Municipal Center Lawn

Colorado Immigrant 
Festival (immifest)
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
ACAD Studios & Galleries
1400 Dallas St. 

saturday 22 & 29

5 6 
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July 22 - Conjunto Colores - and to eat - Freddy’s Cuisine (Colombian/
Latin), Pavy’s Food Truck (American Gourmet sandwiches) and Gigi’s 
Cupcakes. Conjunto Colores, Colorado’s original salsa and Latin jazz 
band, has opened for such bands as Tito Puente, Sonora Ponceña, Bob 
James, Willie Colón and Rubén Blades, and has performed at numerous 
festivals including The Taste of Colorado, Cherry Creek Arts Festival and 
the Telluride Jazz Festival.  

July 29 - Paa Kow - and to eat - Grill Food Truck (West African), 
Michigan Colorado Chefs (American) and Kona (Hawaiian) Ice. Paa 
Kow is an internationally renowned artist, drum set player, composer, and 
producer. Growing up in a small village in Ghana, West Africa, Kow began 
to play music and tour with his family’s concert band at a very early age. 
He has since grown to be widely recognized as one of the most remarkable 
drum set players to tour in Africa, Europe and America. His songs are 
captivating and danceable and incorporate lyrics in his native language, 
Fante, as well as English. Kow’s vision is to spread the music and culture 
of his homeland by touring the world with his Afro-Fusion orchestra. 

Learn more at AuroraGov.org/AuroraRhythms.

Aurora’s Independence Day celebration, the Four of July Spectacular, is second to 
none. You’ll find upbeat musical acts, festival-style food vendors and one of the best 
fireworks displays in Colorado. Settle in with your family and friends on the Aurora 
Municipal Center Great Lawn, 15151 E. Alameda Parway, and don’t forget to bring 
your blankets and lawn chairs. Performances on the mainstage start at 6 p.m. and 
include teenage rockers from School of Rock, tunes from southern guitarist David 
Gerald and dance party music from Syndicate. Admission is free, and this location 
serves as a great viewing area for the fireworks display which launches at 9:30 p.m. 
For more information, visit AuroraGov.org/Events.

FOURTH OF JULY 
SPECTACULAR 

Deja Blue, to perform July 15. Photo provided.

Paa Kow will close concert series July 27.  
Photo provided.

SUMMER 
CAMPS
This summer, the Cultural Services 
Division offers an assortment of camps 
for children of all ages. Camps are 
available in dance, music, theatre, 
visual arts and even a historic camp 
at the DeLaney Farm Historic District 
(July 24 – 28). Visit AuroraGov.org/
Arts for details and locations.

continued
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OPPORTUNITIES
Conservatory Sculpture 
Commission Opportunity
The Conservatory Metropolitan District 
in Aurora is seeking an artist to complete 
an exterior sculptural commission for 
this unique residential community. The 
name “Conservatory” references the 
nearby Plains Conservation Center and 
signifies that wildlife and nature are a 
focus of this community. Birdwatching, 
hiking, and biking are among the outdoor 
activities commonly enjoyed by the 
residents.
This exterior sculpture that will serve 
as a visual depiction of the ideals of the 
Conservatory related to the natural 
environment, wildlife and history of this 
plains region of Colorado and provide 
visitors and residents with a sense of 
place. Wind, weather, sun, flora, and 
fauna are all part of the daily experience.  
The panel is interested in something that 
is evocative of the natural world and is 
open to representational and abstract 
aesthetic approaches.  The artwork could 
be a series, rather than a single element. 
The artwork should be visible to those 
driving by and those using the pathway 
for walking or hiking. The artwork could 
take the form of a sculptural seating 
arrangement that could serve as a 
gathering place. A short path would need 
to be developed to create access from the 
walkway.
Application Deadline: July 7, 2017; 
Budget: $72,000. 

For a full project description and 
application information visit: AuroraGov.
org/PublicArt and click on Call For 
Entries. 

Exhibition Opportunities
We are always looking for artists or 
groups to exhibit in the balcony gallery 
at the Aurora Municipal Center.  Smaller 
sites also exist at some of our libraries.  
For more information contact publicart@
auroragov.org or 303.739.6744.

J

A celebration of

 COLOR, LIGHT 

AND Motion in Aurora

10 a.m., Saturday, June 10
Aurora Municipal Center
Council Chamber
15151 E. Alameda Parkway
 
Come meet the artists and learn about 
their inspiration for their creations 
as we offi  cially dedicate the great 
new public art embellishing our 
city alongside the R Line. Aft er the 
dedication, meet and greet the artists 
and enjoy the refreshments.

Please RSVP by June 2, at 
publicart@auroragov.org or
at 303.739.6744.

JOIN US AT THE DEDICATION CEREMONY OF
PUBLIC ART IN AURORA ALONG THE R LINE

Artistic Journey Along the R Line

PUBLIC ART 
DEDICATIONS 

Join us at 10 a.m. on Saturday, June 10, in the Aurora Municipal 
Center, Council Chamber, for the dedication of the public art 
pieces along the R Line! Many of the artists will be present to 
talk about their artworks, their experiences, and their inspirations. 
Learn about the creative process behind these sculptures, 
installations, lighting elements, kinetic works, murals, and arches. 
Hear about how and why these pieces were selected to represent 
Aurora’s neighborhoods, history and culture, and how each artist 
interpreted the overarching theme of Color, Light and Motion. 
Mingle with the artists and share your thoughts on these dynamic 
additions to Aurora’s aesthetic offerings. Coffee and light 
snacks will be available in the AMC Lobby after the dedication 
ceremony. Then head out to the Buskers, Brews & BBQ event 
which begins at 11:30 a.m.

Mobile Public Art App  
Coming Soon
As you have the opportunity to visit the stations and ride the light 
rail, try out our new public art app which we hope to debut after 
the dedications. If you don’t already have one, you will need to 
download a QR code reader to your phone. Then you will be able 
to immediately access information about the individual works of art 
installed along the R Line.



LITTLE FOXES RETURNS WITH CULTURAL 
SERVICES 
DIVISION
AuroraGov.org/Arts
cultural@auroragov.org

Art in Public Places
303.739.6747

Aurora Fox Arts 
Center Box Office
303.739.1970

Aurora History 
Museum
303.739.6660 

Bicentennial Art 
Center
303.344.1776 

Classes: Aurora 
Dance Arts
303.326.8308

Classes: Pottery, 
Theatre, Music and 
Visual Arts
303.326.8650

Show Wagon Rentals
303.739.6520

Little Foxes Summer Theatre returns to 
the Aurora Fox Arts Center this summer, 
July 11 – 28. Lisa Mumpton, cultural arts 
supervisor for the city of Aurora, will 
be directing “Tales of a Fourth Grade 
Nothing” based upon the novel by Judy 
Bloom and adapted by Bruce Mason. In 
“Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing,” Peter 
Hatcher and his best pal face down their 
archenemy-Peter’s little brother Fudge-in 
this hilarious tale of growing up.

Little Foxes provides a professional 
learning environment for young actors. 
Young actors rehearse together for five 
weeks, five days a week, and perform 
a total of 17 times for the public. A 
professional design and production staff 
will work with the young actors to create a 
professional production for the community 
to enjoy. 

The Aurora Fox auditioned 40 young 
actors in an open competitive audition 
process for a cast of 19. Actors range from 
ages 6 to 18. Most of these actors have 

never been cast in a professional theatrical 
production. Mumpton will use an ensemble 
approach, training the young actors about 
stage movement, voice, characterization, 
improvisation and storytelling. “Most 
importantly, the actors will learn that 
their job is to tell the story, and that to 
accomplish this task, each member of the 
production must work as a team with one 
purpose,” she said. “I also hope that the 
young artists in my care will overcome the 
fear of appearing foolish, which can be 
debilitating. Overcoming this fear is the key 
to each individual’s artistic growth. Artists 
must feel free to explore new techniques, 
ideas and methods, otherwise they cannot 
grow.”

Little Foxes Summer Theatre offers 
an opportunity for the community to 
experience the thrill of live theatre. The 
ticket prices are purposely kept low so we 
can serve the maximum number of people. 
Please contact the Aurora Fox box office at 
303. 739.1970 for ticket information or visit 
AuroraFoxArtsCenter.org.

“Tales of a Fourth  
  Grade Nothing”


